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Advent Message from Fr. Bryan Cunningham  
 
Dear Schoenstatt Family and Friends,  
 
Advent blessings from the Shrine! 

Advent is upon us and we start our preparation 

for Christmas. In November sadly we had to take 

leave of Simon Tite, Margaret Tite’s oldest son 

and husband to Julie.  Also we sadly take leave 

of Ernest Garratt who was widowed and 

belonged with his wife Josie (Margaret Tite’s 

oldest sister ) to the earliest group in Droysden. 

Our condolences to the Tite  and Garratt 

families. Wednesday 19th December 2018 will 

be the first anniversary of Paul Barnes RIP. We 

remember Clare and the two girls Jessica and 

Lucy and we remember all the members of the 

Barns family and offer our condolences at their loss. 

In the month of November we also had a very successful Pilgrim Mother Rally on Saturday 24th 

November which was well attended with some new coordinators. It was a time to learn more about 

the Pilgrim Mother Apostolate and also time for prayer and reflection appreciated by the 

participants.  

On 14th November 2018 we started a programme produced by the evangelisation group CafÉ on 

Our Lady called ‘Let it be’. The first two of five units have been held: Mary Chosen by God, The 

First Disciple. Coming up we have three further units; Mother of All, Queen of Heaven and finally 

Help of Christians. Each Unit has an input video from CafÉ and then the possibility for discussion 

and questions. It is a wonderful programme to get to know more about Our Lady and her role in 

the plan of salvation. You can still join in on this programme - Wednesday 5th, 12th and 19th 

December at 7.00pm at the Shrine. 

St John Fisher Christmas Fayre is this coming Sunday starting at 12.30pm on 2nd December.  

We have Taste and See Family Mass at 3.30pm on Sunday, 9th December and look forward to 

seeing you for our advent celebration with your family. 

 



 
 

There will be no E-Newsletter in January, our editor, Ignacio will be at home in Mexico. We look 

forward to his return in January 2019. 

The next quarterly MTA Magazine will be published for the Covenant Mass on the 18th December 

2018. 

We keep you and your family in our daily prayers. From the Shrine we wish you a Merry 

Christmas, may the Christ Child bless you abundantly with the graces of Bethlehem!  

United in the Covenant of Love,  

 

Fr. Bryan Cunningham 

Movement Director and Rector of the Shrine 

 
 
Regular Mass Schedule  
 

Sunday Mass at 9:30 am in St John Fisher’s Hall  

Mass in the Shrine: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 9 am. Thursday at 7:30 pm and Saturday at 

12:00 noon  

 

Special Masses  in December  
 
 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception , Saturday, December 8th, 12.00noon 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe , Holy Mass, Wednesday, December 12th, 9.00am  

Covenant Mass , Tuesday, December 18th, 7.30pm  

Christmas Eve Mass , Monday, December 24th, 7.00pm  

Christmas Day Mass , Tuesday, December 25th, Holy Mass at 10.00am 

Saint Stephen’s Day Mass, Wednesday, December 26th, 12.00noon 

Mass of the Holy Family , Sunday, December 30th, 9.30am  

 

Special Masses  in January  
 

Mary, Mother of God , Holy Mass, Tuesday, January 1st, 12:00noon 

The Epiphany of the Lord,  Sunday, January 6th, Holy Mass 9:30am 

Covenant Mass , Friday, January 18th, 7.30pm  

Masses   



 
 

Reconciliation  
 
Every Saturday from 11.00am to 12.00noon 
 
Adoration in the Shrine daily at 5.00pm, Saturday at 11.00am and Sunday at 12.00noon 

Shrine is open daily for visitors from 9.00am – 6.00pm and the praying of the Angelus is at 12.00 

noon and 6.00pm daily accompanied by the ringing of the bell. 

Groups welcome, to schedule go to www.schoenstatt.org.uk 

 

 

                

 

Stain Glass Window to commemorate 50 years since the celebration of the First Holy Mass 
in St John Fisher's Kearsley  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Stain Glass Window funding has now reached over £5000. Thanks to all who have made 

donations and helped with fund-raising. 

 

For more information visit us at www.schoenstatt.org.uk 

 

Life at St. John Fisher’s Parish 

http://www.schoenstatt.org.uk/
http://www.schoenstatt.org.uk/


 
 

 

 

Advent Blessing and Tree Lighting Celebrated at the Shrine  

"Let us begin this Advent season as pilgrims, let us walk to this new reality, let us hold hands with our 

Blessed Mother who also made herself a pilgrim.  Let us go out and light a candle in our humble heart. " 

Fr. Patricio Rodriguez, Schoenstatt Movement of Austin 

 

 
 
The UK Youth Branch host their weekly prayer and adoration in the Shrine Saturday s 7:00pm 

- 8:00pm.   Stay for social time with snacks in the cottage after Adoration.   

 

For more information go to www.facebook.com/SchoenstattUKYouth/ 

 
 

Life at the Shrine 



 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 
The Blessed Mother is depicted differently in 

cultures all over the world.  

Our Lady of Guadalupe or Nuestra Señora de 

Guadalupe is a very popular and celebrated Roman 

Catholic icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is also 

known as the Virgin of Guadalupe. According to 

tradition, a young converted Aztec indigenous 

peasant named Juan Diego had a vision of young 

woman in a hill in Tepeyac in Mexico City and he 

was told to build a church on the hill in December 

1531. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe is housed in the Basilica of 

Guadalupe, one of the most visited Catholic shrines 

in the world. It is Mexico’s most popular religious 

and cultural image, with the titles "Queen of 

Mexico", "Empress of the Americas", and 

"Patroness of the Americas". Her Basilica is the 

world’s third largest in the Catholic Church. 

 
Schoenstatt’s Pilgrim Mother Apostolate is a movement among the 

laity that reaches out to touch the lives not only of the people in 

the Church, but also in every part of society – to those with faith 

and the many who have lost their faith or never heard of God.  

“Through her many titles, often linked to her shrines, Mary shares 

the history of each people which has received the Gospel and she 

becomes a part of their historic identity. ... There, in these many 

shrines, we can see how Mary brings together her children who 

with great effort come as pilgrims to see her and to be seen by her. 

Here they find strength from God to bear the weariness and the 

suffering in their lives. As she did with Juan Diego (in Guadalupe in Mexico), Mary offers them 

maternal comfort and love, and whispers in their ear: “Let your heart not be troubled ... Am I not 

here, who am your Mother?”  

Father Kentenich said: “Schoenstatt has the task to form the new person in the new community 

filled with apostolic zeal. As an instrument of the Mother Thrice Admirable, Queen and Victress 

of Schoenstatt, we want to help imprint the countenance of Christ on the people of the entire 

world.”  

Pilgrim Mother Apostolate UK 



 

He encouraged us to give Mary a place of honour in our homes so that our homes could share in 

the graces of the Shrine. We welcome Mary our Mother as she visits our homes as Pilgrim Mother 

and ask that Mary may form us to be apostles of the Covenant of Love for our times. 

(Pope Francis, EG 286)  

For more information, send an email to: mary@schoenstatt.org.uk 

 

The Marian Shrines of Our Lady of Schoenstatt  

Although God is everywhere, He often chooses certain places to show His presence and action 

in a special way, often through Mary and the saints. Such places are called places of grace, 

pilgrimage places or shrines. 

The Schoenstatt Movement in Madrid has two beautiful shrines: in Serrano in the center of Madrid 

and in Pozuelo de Alarcón. 

                  

                Schoenstatt Pozuelo de Alarcón                                              Schoenstatt Madrid Serrano  

 

 

 

 

For more information go to http://schoenstatt.es/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop Press 

http://schoenstatt.es/


 

 

 

 

Let in be Done Programme at  the Shrine , Wednesday 5th December at 7.00pm 

 

Let in be Done Programme at  the Shrine , Wednesday 12th December at 7.00pm 

 

Let in be Done Programme at  the Shrine , Wednesday 19th December at 7.00pm 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date - Special Dates in December   
 
 
 
Christmas  
 
 
St John Fisher Christmas Fayre is this coming Sunday starting at 12.30pm on 2nd 

December.  

Christmas Eve Carols , Monday, December 24th, 6.30pm 
 

Celebrations 



 

 
Sub tuum praesídium  
 

Sub tuum praesídium confúgimus, sancta Dei 

Génetrix; nostras deprecatiónes ne despícias in 

necessitátibus, sed a perículis cunctis líbera nos 

semper, Virgo gloriósa et benedícta”.  

We fly to Thy protection, O Holy Mother of God. 

Do not despise our petitions in our necessities, 

but deliver us always from all dangers, O 

Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 

 

 
 

 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel  
 

Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle; be our protection against the wickedness and 

snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O prince of the heavenly 

host, by the power of God, thrust into Hell, Satan and all the other evil spirits, who prowl 

throughout the world, seeking the ruin of souls. Amen 

My Queen, my Mother,  
 

I give myself entirely to you, And to show my devotion to you, I consecrate to you this day, My 

eyes, my ears, my mouth, my heart, My entire self without reserve. 

As I am your own, my good Mother, Guard me and defend me, as your property and possession. 

Amen. 

 
 This letter from the Schoenstatt Movement is prepared by our editing team, Avril de Mink and 

Juan Ignacio Melecio in association with the editor of our quarterly magazine MTA, Patty Ganley 

and many contributors. 

Prayers 


